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Hello and Welcome to my website!

'm Tom Lutz, the author of And The Monkey
ned Nothi; king Mare's Milk on the
Nothing: A History of Loafers,
Loungers, Slackers, and Bums, Cosmopolitan Vistas:
American Regionalism and Literary Val Tying:
The Natural and Cultural History of Te
and American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal
History.

I'm a professor of Creative Writing at the
University of California, Riverside, the founder

and editor in chief of the Los Angeles Review of
Books, among other endeavors. I live in Los
Angeles, California.

Look around and please get in touch if you
think we should talk.

Cheers,

Tom
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I suppose this is where I give you
some details about who I am,
where I summarize the gist of my
endeavors

Let's see.. I read a lot (everything
from Geoff Dyer to Jane Smiley,
Philip Roth to Viet Than Nguyen,
Karolina Waclawiak to Walter
Mosley, and more) and T travel a
lot (from Azerbaijan to Zanzibar,
as you can read in my essays

written on the road).

When I'm not reading or writing, I listen to music: The Budos Band — solid, updated funk. Latimore and Syl
Johnson sound the way Blaxploitation films look. And Portugal. The Man. Most of my life I've been in a band.
(Please, add more info, Tom!)

I have a baby grand I bought 20 years ago in a junk shop out in the desert, in Joshua Tree. Somebody had
spray-painted it gold so it wasn't selling particularly well. I can sit down at that piano, play Ray

Charles's “Drown in My Own Tears,” sing it at the top of my lungs, occasionally on pitch, and do it over and
over and over again, day after day, year after year. Makes me feel like a million bucks. My neighbors, I assume,
hate me for it, but they are too nice to say so.

I also appreciate quirky films, great little indie films like “Map of the Human Heart,” “12:08 East of
Bucharest,” “George Washington,” “Onegin.” And in a bout of mental illness a while ago I watched the entirety
of 24 which I had never seen. Made me want to secure the perimeter.

What else? I am addicted to the Google Analytics for our website. I can get lost in there for hours — seeing
when we get a little action from the Democratic Republic of Conge or Myanmar and watching the Chinese
shut us down and let us back in. It's endless entertainment. And I am starting to do my quadrennial Nate
Silver impression, gobbling up political polls, putting them through my completely unscientific matrix of
second-guessing, and th
I've always followed politi
Convention.

making pronouncements about who is going to win the presidency and the Senate.
My mother was a Eugene McCarthy delegate at the 1968 Democratic National

For more about the various titles I've held in the past few decades, click below:

I'm the author of six books:

And the Monkey Learned Nothing: Dispatches from a Life in Transit

Drinking Mare’s Milk on the Roof of the World: Wandering the Globe from Azerbajjan to Zanzibar
Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bums

Cosmopolitan Vistas: American Regionalism and Literary Value

Crying: The Natural and Cultural History of Tears

American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal History

My books have been translated into 12 languages and have appeared on NYT and LAT bestseller lists.

Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers, Slackers, and Bums in America received the National Book
Award in 2008

You can read more about each of my books here:
My fiction and nonfiction have appeared in the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, New Republic, Chicago
Tribune, Die Zeit, ZYZZYVA, Exquisite Corpse, Salon.com, Black Clack, and other newspapers and literary

venues, as well as in dozens of books and academic journals.

You can find a selection of my shorter form works on the following pages:
and
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Drinking Mare's Milk on the Roof of the World:
Wandering the Globe from Azerbaijan to Zanzibar

Doing Nothing: A History of Loafers, Loungers,
Slackers, and Bums in America
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Crying: The Natural and Cultural History of Tears

American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal
History
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LARB Quarterly Journal No. 18: Genius Issue
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LARB Quarterly Journal No. 17: Comedy lssue

LARB Quarterly Journal No. 16 Art lsue

LARB Quarterly Journal Summer 2017 No. 15:
Revolution Issue
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Pleaase find links to my shorter pieces below.

And the Monkey Learned

Nothing: Dispatches from a
Life in Transit

Tom, it would be a good idea to link to anthologies and other books too, right here.
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