
 

 

The Five Acts of Diego León 

By Alex Espinoza 

THE FIVE ACTS OF DIEGO LEÓN 
by Alex Espinoza 

LARB Libros / Publication Date: February 19, 2020 

Price: $16 / Softcover / 320 pages / ISBN: 9781940660585 

Follow LARB Books on Twitter: @LARBBooks 

 

“Fresh, surprising, and delightful. There is nowhere this gifted writer can’t go.” 

—Luis Alberto Urrea 

“A story that begins in revolutionary Mexico and travels to 

Hollywood during the film industry’s transition from silent 

films to talkies, The Five Acts of Diego León breaks greater 

silences—taboos of race and sexuality, of reinvention and 

assimilation—in a fantasy called Hollywoodland.” 

—Sandra Cisneros, author of The House on Mango Street 

 

“With its colorful narrative and historic sweep, The Five Acts of 

Diego León has both a story line and characters that a wide 

readership will surely enjoy.” 

—Oscar Hijuelos, author of The Mambo Kings Play Songs of 

Love 

 

 “Espinoza’s deft and masterful storytelling leads readers along 

a path from Mexico before the Mexican Revolution to the 

Golden Age of Hollywood film culture where the protagonist 

Diego León finds his American dream isn’t at all what he 

expected. León must follow his heart, but is it worth going 

against all that he has built in his grandparents’ home? Is it 

worth forgetting his father’s indigenous culture? Will making it 

in Hollywood be all that he imagines?” 

—–Norma Cantú, author of Canícula and Cabañuelas, 

Murchison Professor in the Humanities, Trinity University 


