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Animal Quintet 

By Colin Dayan 

“Colin Dayan brings a rare combination to her work: a strong mind 

and an expansive heart.” 

— Mark Edmundson, University of Virginia, 

author of Why Read? and The Death of Sigmund Freud 
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“Colin Dayan’s stories of mournful intimacy with animals 

bring the entanglement of our flesh and bodies to light, a light 

that seeps through her sweaty, lyrical, Southern memories. 

Hauntingly beautiful, these musings warn us of our 

profound precarity.” 

—Lori Gruen, author of Entangled Empathy 

 

 

“Colin Dayan’s Animal Quintet explores the complexity of 

race, class, gender and region with relation to animality and 

history. What is it that we remember of pasts that have 

receded? What prompts such remembrance? How is the past 

always made present? Perhaps through feeling, through mood, 

through song.” 

—Ashon T. Crawley, Associate Professor of Religious Studies 

and African American Studies, University of Virginia 

 

 

“We are mistaken to set ourselves above animals—our pets, our 

domesticated resources, our wild dangers, our prey—which we 

only understand in terms of our ability or failure to control or 

possess them. Dayan’s poignant lyrical journal shows that they 

are conduits to our deepest memories.” 

—Vincent Brown, author of The Reaper’s Garden: Death and 

Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery 

 

 


