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“Col in Kaepernick has assembled many of  the most“Col in Kaepernick has assembled many of  the most
important wr i ters  and act iv ists  in  the growing movement toimportant wr i ters  and act iv ists  in  the growing movement to

abol ish pr isons and the pol ice,  and has produced a bookabol ish pr isons and the pol ice,  and has produced a book
that holds the promise of  educat ing and inspi r ing a newthat holds the promise of  educat ing and inspi r ing a new
generat ion of  abol i t ionists  to bui ld a new wor ld withoutgenerat ion of  abol i t ionists  to bui ld a new wor ld without

pol ice and pr isons through struggle,  so l idar i ty ,  andpol ice and pr isons through struggle,  so l idar i ty ,  and
imagining our  society anew.”imagining our  society anew.”

—Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor,  author of  From—Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor,  author of  From
#BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation#BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation

“This  col lect ion is  certain to be an invaluable“This  col lect ion is  certain to be an invaluable
organiz ing tool ,  hopeful ly  leading to widespreadorganiz ing tool ,  hopeful ly  leading to widespread

change.”change.”
—Booklist—Booklist

“Abol i t ion is  pers istence.  Abol i t ion for  the People“Abol i t ion is  pers istence.  Abol i t ion for  the People
combines examples and interpretat ions to showcombines examples and interpretat ions to show
how people can and do achieve extraordinaryhow people can and do achieve extraordinary
change. We do so by combining analys is  withchange. We do so by combining analys is  with

social ly  powerfu l—organized—human energy.  Suchsocial ly  powerfu l—organized—human energy.  Such
energy is  renewable because we bui ld on the pastenergy is  renewable because we bui ld on the past

whi le invent ing as we go.  At  the end of the daywhi le invent ing as we go.  At  the end of the day
what matters  is  not what we say but what we dowhat matters  is  not what we say but what we do

and do again:  take a knee,  bui ld a movement ,and do again:  take a knee,  bui ld a movement ,
st rengthen communit ies ,  share pract ices andstrengthen communit ies ,  share pract ices and

resources,  and f ight  for  a wor ld in  which l i fe isresources,  and f ight  for  a wor ld in  which l i fe is
precious.”precious.”

—Ruth Wilson Gilmore,  author of  Golden Gulag—Ruth Wilson Gilmore,  author of  Golden Gulag

ABOLITIONABOLITION  FOR THE PEOPLE:FOR THE PEOPLE:
T h e  M o v e m e n t  F o r  A  F u t u r e  W i t h o u t  P o l i c i n g  &  P r i s o n s

Abolit ion for the People brings together thirty essays representing a
diversity of voices―polit ical prisoners, grassroots organizers,
scholars, and relatives of those ki l led by the anti-Black terrorism of
policing and prisons. This collection presents readers with a moral
choice: “Wil l  you continue to be actively complicit in the perpetuation
of these systems,” Kaepernick asks in his introduction, “or wil l  you
take action to dismantle them for the benefit of a just future?”

Powered by courageous hope and imagination, Abolit ion for the
People provides a blueprint and vision for creating an abolit ionist
future where communities can be safe, valued, and truly free.
“Another world is possible,” Kaepernick writes, “a world grounded in
love, justice, and accountabil ity,  a world grounded in safety and
good health, a world grounded in meeting the needs of the people.”

The complexity of abolit ionist concepts and the enormity of the task
at hand can be overwhelming. To help readers on their journey
toward a greater understanding, each essay in the collection is
fol lowed by a reader’s guide that offers further provocations on the
subject.

Blending r igorous analys is  with f i rst-person narrat ives ,  Abol i t ion for  the People def in i t ive ly  makes the
case that the only  pol i t ical  future worth bui ld ing is  one without and beyond pol ice and pr isons.

You won’t  f ind al l  the answers here,  but  you wi l l  f ind the r ight  quest ions--quest ions that open up
radical  poss ibi l i t ies  for  a future where al l  communit ies can thr ive.

Colin Kaepernick i s  a  Super  Bowl  quarterback and New York  T imes
bestse l l ing author  who f ights  oppress ion g lobal ly .  He founded the
Know Your  R ights  Camp,  which advances the l iberat ion and wel l-being
of  B lack and Brown people through educat ion,  se l f-empowerment ,
mass-mobi l izat ion ,  and the creat ion of  new systems that  e levate the
next  generat ion of  change leaders .
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