
Janet  Sternburg  i s  a  versat i l e  ar t i s t ,  photographer ,  wr i ter ,
f i lmmaker ,  and  educator .  S ince  1998 ,  her  photography  has  been
featured  i n  Aper ture ,  Art  J ourna l ,  and  The  Utne  Reader .  She
rece ived  acc la im  as  one  of  for ty  i n ternat iona l  ar t i s t s  and  wr i ters
who  cha l lenge  soc ie ta l  norms  with  the i r  work .  Her  monographs ,
"Oversp i l l ing  Wor ld"  ( 2016-17 )  and  " I ' ve  Been  Walk ing"  ( 2021 ) ,
showcase  her  un ique  photograph ic  v i s ion .

Her  so lo  exh ib i t ions  have  graced  ga l le r ies  i n  New  York ,  Los
Ange les ,  Ber l in ,  Mi lan ,  Munich ,  Mexico ,  and  Korea ,  where  she
created  a  fu l l -bu i ld ing  i ns ta l l a t ion  at  Seou l  Ins t i tu te  of  the  Arts .
She ' s  known  for  us ing  d isposab le  cameras  to  create  border less ,
in terpenetra t ing  imagery .

As  a  wr i ter ,  she ' s  authored  semina l  works  l i ke  "The  Wri ter  on  Her  Work"  (W.W.  Norton ,
1981  and  1991 )  and  cr i t i ca l l y  pra i sed  books  such  as  "Phantom  L imb"  ( 2002 )  and  "Whi te
Mat ter "  ( 2016 ) ,  b lend ing  memoir  and  essay  forms .  Her  f i lm  "E l  Teat ro  Campes ino"  and
documentary  "V i rg in ia  Wool f  The  Moment  Whole"  garnered  acc la im.

S ternburg  res ides  i n  San  Migue l  de  Al lende ,  Mexico ,  with  a  res idence  i n  Downtown  
Los  Ange les ’  L i t t l e  Tokyo .  She ' s  been  honored  with  grants ,  fe l lowsh ips ,  and  ar t i s t
res idenc ies ,  i nc lud ing  suppor t  f rom  the  Nat iona l  Endowment  for  the  Humani t ies  and
MacDowel l .  She  has  a lso  contr ibuted  to  academia ,  teach ing  at  i ns t i tu t ions  l i ke  the  New
Schoo l  Univers i t y  and  the  Ca l i forn ia  Ins t i tu te  of  the  Arts .  In  2016 ,  she  was  co - rec ip ient
o f  the  REDCAT  AWARD,  ce lebrat ing  her  creat i ve  l eadersh ip  i n  contemporary  cu l ture .

The writer, photographer, and philosopher Janet Sternburg
(b. Boston, 1943; lives and works in Los Angeles and San
Miguel de Allende) looks back at the land that spawned her
love for photography; twenty-three years ago, she took her
first photos in Mexico. In her new photo series, Sternburg
looks at Mexico using low-tech cameras to create a poetic
image of the country’s multifaceted culture.

In 2022, Sternburg met Jose Alberto Romero Romano, a
Mexican physical therapist. Accepting her invitation, both
tell their stories of Mexican culture in the book. In addition
to a deep cultural exchange, this book tells a story of two
people with different backgrounds and memories seeking
and finding a place of encounter through photography.
“Looking at Mexico / Mexico Looks Back” is Sternburg’s third
monograph.
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