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P r o f e s s o r  U r a n c h i m e g  ( O r n a )  T s u l t e m i n  i s  h i s t o r i a n  o f
M o n g o l i a n  a r t  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  M o n g o l i a n  c u r a t o r  a c t i v e  i n  t h e
f i e l d  s i n c e  1 9 9 3 .

D r .  T s u l t e m i n  i s  t h e  E d g a r  a n d  D o r o t h y  F e h n e l  C h a i r  o f
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s  a n d  a n  a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  o f  a r t
h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  H e r r o n  S c h o o l  o f  A r t  +  D e s i g n ,  I U  I n d i a n a p o l i s .

S h e  r e c e i v e d  h e r  P h . D .  i n  A r t  H i s t o r y  f r o m  U C  B e r k e l e y  i n  2 0 0 9
w i t h  a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  o n  1 7 t h  t o  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  M o n g o l i a n
B u d d h i s t  a r t  t i t l e d  I k h  K h ü r e e :  A  N o m a d i c  M o n a s t e r y  A n d  T h e
L a t e r  B u d d h i s t  A r t  O f  M o n g o l i a .  S h e  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  l e c t u r e r
f o r  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  A r t  D e p a r t m e n t  a t  U C  B e r k e l e y ,  a s  a  v i s i t i n g
a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n g o l i a ,
a n d  a s  a  K l u g e  C e n t e r  s c h o l a r  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s .  I n
2 0 1 4 - 1 5 ,  s h e  w o r k e d  o n  M o n g o l i a n  B u d d h i s t  a r t  a n d  t e x t s
f u n d e d  b y  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o f  L e a r n e d  S o c i e t i e s .

ABOUT ORNA

http://www.artmongolia.org/
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EXHIBIT GALLERY

T h i s  p i o n e e r i n g  e x h i b i t i o n  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  M o n g o l  Z u r a g  ( " M o n g o l i a n  p i c t u r e " )  t r a d i t i o n  t h r o u g h
h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p a i n t i n g s  b y  f o u r  p r o m i n e n t  a r t i s t s .  O r i g i n a t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l d  W a r  e r a ,
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  e m e r g e d  a m i d s t  d e b a t e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l
h e r i t a g e ,  s p u r r e d  b y  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  B u d d h i s t  c u l t u r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  S o c i a l i s t
R e a l i s m .  M o v i n g  b e y o n d  d i s c o u r s e s  o n  n a t i o n a l  b o r d e r s ,  t h e  M o n g o l  Z u r a g  a r t i s t s  o f  t o d a y  r e s p o n d  t o
t h e  p r e s s i n g  g l o b a l  i s s u e s ,  f r o m  t h e  g l o b a l  p a n d e m i c  t o  p o l i t i c a l  f a i l u r e s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c r i s e s .  T h e  a r t i s t s  i n  t h i s  e x h i b i t i o n  c o n t i n u e  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  a s  a  m e a n s  o f
r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  v a r i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  p o w e r ,  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  t h e  i m p o s e d  S o c i a l i s t  R e a l i s m  o f  t h e
C o l d  W a r  e r a  t h a t  w a s  m a d e  m a i n s t r e a m  i n  M o n g o l i a ,  o r  t h e  p e r v a s i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  d e s t r u c t i v e
n e o l i b e r a l i s m  i n  m o d e r n  t i m e s .

M O N G O L  Z U R A G :  T H E  A R T  O F  R E S I S T A N C E

F e a t u r e d  i n :
C o n t e m p o r i s  •  P i k a s u s  •  C u l t u r i e u s e  (Men t i oned )  •  V e n e z i a  N e w s  •  M y  A r t  G u i d e s  •

F i n e s t r e  s u l l ' A r t e  •  H a n a r t  T Z  G a l l e r y  •  N e w  A r t  E x a m i n e r  (Men t i oned )

http://www.artmongolia.org/
https://contemporis.org/mongol-zurag-the-art-of-resistance/
https://www.pikasus.com/mongol-zurag-the-art-of-resistance-historical-contemporary-painting-pikasus-artenews/
https://culturieuse.blog/2024/06/21/biennale-de-venise-2024-part-iv-jeudi/
https://venezianews.it/exhibitions/mongol-zurag-the-art-of-resistance/
https://myartguides.com/exhibitions/venice/mongol-zurag-the-art-of-resistance/
https://www.finestresullarte.info/en/exhibitions/mongolia-s-zurag-tradition-on-display-in-venice
https://www.instagram.com/hanarttzgallery/p/C7gDSMfRfKS/
https://newartexaminer.net/foreigners-everywhere/


Orna Tsultem's Venice Exhibition Illuminates Mongolian Art—Often
Missing from Western Museums
Los Angeles, CA – August 28, 2024 – Venice is currently hosting an exhibition by renowned
art scholar and curator Uranchimeg (Orna) Tsultem, whose deep expertise in Mongolian art
and cultural heritage is on full display in her latest showcase, Mongol Zurag: the Art of
Resistance. This is Tsultem's third exhibition in Venice. In 2015, she was the inaugural
curator of the first Mongolia Pavilion at the Venice Biennale. She also curated a solo show
for prominent Mongolian artist Mugi in Venice that same year. Running from April 20 to
November 24, 2024, Mongol Zurag brings together historical and contemporary works by
four pivotal figures in the Mongolian Zurag tradition —Nyam-Osoryn Tsultem, Baasanjav
Choijiljav, Baatarzorig Batjargal, and Urjinkhand Onon. In conjunction with the 60th Venice
Biennale, the exhibit highlights the resilience of Mongolian creativity against the backdrop
ofof historical and political upheavals. This curated display not only underscores the enduring significance of cultural resistance
but also connects these traditional artworks to contemporary global dialogues.

Tsultem explains, "The creativity of these artists in mastering the Mongol Zurag style and its specific features—such as the flat,
decorative quality, the delicate yet meticulous line work of the brush, the immersive viewing experience that demands both a
close-up engagement and a panoramic, bird’s-eye view—is uniquely saturated with their explicit disenchantment with the
neoliberalism that continues to reinforce a global infrastructure which supports and enables the 'capitalization of nature' around
the world, and in Mongolia in particular."

This project is especially meaningful for Tsultem because it marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of her father, Nyam-Osoryn
Tsultem, a foundational figure in Mongolian art history whose paintings and drawings in this exhibition are being shown to the
public for the first time. It’s also a response to the ongoing exclusion of Mongolian art from Western institutions, a gap the curator
has devoted her career to bridging.

In conjunction with the Venice exhibition, Dr. Tsultem is working on several book projects on Mongolian modern and
contemporary art. Her forthcoming book from Columbia University Press on the topic of imagination and rituals in Mongolian
Buddhist art. This research has been supported by ACLS, Robert Ho Foundation, Institute of Arts and Humanities-Indianapolis and
Alice and Robert Schloss Faculty Award.

Dr. Tsultem’s influential role in the art world is further exemplified by her extensive curatorial work, which has included major
exhibitions in Shanghai, Hong Kong, New York City, and now Venice. Her past endeavors include curating the largest Mongolian art
exhibition at Hanart TZ Gallery in Hong Kong in 2011 and recent projects such as the exhibition of Tsherin Sherpa and dialogues
with Gonkar Gyatso. She also curated the first and only Mongolian contemporary art exhibition in the United States, presented in
2000 at the E&J Frankel Gallery in NYC, which later traveled to the SomArts Cultural Center in San Francisco. The Edgar and
Dorothy Fehnel Chair in International Studies at Indiana University's Herron School of Art and Design, she has been recognized
with several honors, including the Alice and Robert Schloss Faculty Award in 2021, the College Art Association Publication Award
in 2019, and multiple research grants. Additionally, she has delivered keynote speeches at major international conferences, such
as the Annual Conference of the Mongol Zurag Art Society at the Chinggis Khan Museum in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, and an
international workshop on vernacular religion at the University of Bern, Switzerland, showcasing her expertise in Mongolian
Buddhist art and global contemporary art. Dr. Tsultem's latest projects reinforce her position as a leading voice in the exploration
of Mongolian art and its global implications.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

About
Uranchimeg (Orna) Tsultem (Ph.D. UC Berkeley) is an art historian of Asian art with
expertise in Mongolia. Her active curatorial practice covers Mongolian and global
contemporary art with exhibitions in Shanghai, Hong Kong, Venice, and NYC. She is the
curator of the first and only Mongolian contemporary art exhibition in the United States,
which was shown in 2000 at E&J Frankel Gallery in NYC and traveled to SomArts Cultural
Center in San Francisco.

Media Contact
For media inquiries, contact Publicist Nanda Dyssou at nanda@corioliscompany.com
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C u r a t i n g  t h e  " M o n g o l  Z u r a g :  T h e  A r t  o f  R e s i s t a n c e "  E x h i b i t i o n
U n i q u e  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  T e c h n i q u e s  o f  t h e  M o n g o l  Z u r a g  A r t i s t i c  T r a d i t i o n
M o n g o l i a n  A r t  a s  a  F o r m  o f  C u l t u r a l  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  R e s i s t a n c e
T h e  S y s t e m a t i c  E x c l u s i o n  o f  M o n g o l i a n  A r t  a n d  E f f o r t s  t o  I n t e g r a t e  i t  i n t o
W e s t e r n  M u s e u m s
E x p l o r i n g  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A r t  T h r o u g h  M o n g o l i a n  C u l t u r a l  P r a c t i c e s
T h e  I m p a c t  o f  C u r a t o r i a l  W o r k  i n  M a j o r  G l o b a l  A r t  C i t i e s
M o n g o l i a ’ s  f i r s t  c u r a t o r  w h o  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  c u r a t o r i a l  p r a c t i c e  t o  M o n g o l i a  i n  1 9 9 0 s
I n v i t e d  c u r a t o r  f o r  M o n g o l i a ’ s  f i r s t  P a v i l i o n  a t  t h e  V e n i c e  B i e n n a l e  i n  2 0 1 5
C u r a t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  o n l y  M o n g o l i a n  m o d e r n  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t  e x h i b i t i o n  i n
N e w  Y o r k  C i t y  a n d  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  i n  2 0 0 1 .

A r t  B o o k  a w a r d  f o r  t h e  m o n o g r a p h  A  M o n a s t e r y  o n  t h e  M o v e :  A r t  a n d  P o l i t i c s  i n
L a t e r  B u d d h i s t  M o n g o l i a  ( H o n o l u l u :  H a w a i i  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  c 2 0 2 1 )  b y  t h e
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  A s i a  S c h o l a r s  i n  L e i d e n ,  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  2 0 2 3
I U  P r e s i d e n t i a l  A r t s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s  I n a u g u r a l  F e l l o w ,  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 4
I U P U I  A r t s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s  I n s t i t u t e  ( I A H I )  R e s e a r c h  G r a n t ,  2 0 2 2
E n h a n c e d  M e n t o r i n g  P r o g r a m  w i t h  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  W a y s  t o  E x c e l  i n  R e s e a r c h
( E M P O W E R )  g r a n t ,  I U P U I ,  2 0 2 1
A l i c e  a n d  R o b e r t  S c h l o s s  F a c u l t y  A w a r d ,  2 0 2 1
S u m m e r  A c a d e m y  F e l l o w ,  I U P U I  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  A r t s  a n d  H u m a n i t i e s  ( I A H I ) ,  2 0 2 0
N e w  F r o n t i e r s  E x p l o r a t o r y  G r a n t ,  2 0 2 0
C o l l e g e  A r t  A s s o c i a t i o n  P u b l i c a t i o n  A w a r d ,  2 0 1 9
A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o f  L e a r n e d  S o c i e t i e s / R o b e r t  H o  F o u n d a t i o n  C o l l a b o r a t i v e
R e s e a r c h  A w a r d ,  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 6
J o h n  W .  K l u g e  F e l l o w s h i p ,  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  2 0 1 3
K h y e n t s e  F o u n d a t i o n  P o s t d o c t o r a l  F e l l o w s h i p ,  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 1 4
J o s e p h i n e  D e  K a r m a n  D i s s e r t a t i o n  C o m p l e t i o n  F e l l o w s h i p ,  S a n  D i m a s ,  C A ,  2 0 0 8 -
2 0 0 9
M e l l o n  D i s s e r t a t i o n  F e l l o w s h i p ,  W a s h i n g t o n  D . C . ,  2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8
I n s t i t u t e  o f  E a s t  A s i a n  S t u d i e s  F e l l o w s h i p ,  U C  B e r k e l e y ,  F a l l  2 0 0 9
F u l b r i g h t / I I E  F e l l o w s h i p ,  2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 5
M o n b u s h o  F e l l o w s h i p ,  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  o f  J a p a n ,  1 9 9 7 - 1 9 9 9

TALKING POINTS
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